MILK COW FEEDS

The choice of a milk cow finished feed depends on several factors.  What type of forage is offered?  What type of milking system is used and how long will the cows have to eat?  Are you trying to maximize pounds of components or pounds of milk?   Will you be feeding outside?  

Some considerations and general guidelines include:

Are you parlor feeding only, or do you feed outside?  If you feed only in the parlor, it is important to give the cows all of their added nutrients such as trace minerals and vitamins in the barn feed.  This will generally entail feeding either our better line of feeds or our best line of feeds.  

How much feed do you want the cows to eat in the barn?  A pelleted feed will be eaten faster than a textured feed.  In most cases up to 0.1 of a pound per minute more pellets will be consumed than textured feed for the time the cows are in the barn.  

Do you want higher production or higher components?  A textured feed will generally give you about 2 points higher butterfat test.

Do I need to feed bypass fats and bypass protein?   Unless your production is over 55-60 pounds it probably is a waste of money to feed these products.  If outside feeding is available, then these could be introduced to the fresher cows to increase peak milk and hopefully raise the herd production to a level it would be economically feasible to feed these to the whole herd.    

What level of production are you shooting for?   The answer to this is generally all I can get.  However, without knowing the available forage, close-up dry cow feeding, existing production level and level of grain feeding the recommendation of which feed would be best for your operation cannot be made. We will be glad to talk to you about our feeds, and help you decide which feeds will work best in your operation.  

Minerals and Protein Mineral Mixes

With our mineral plant and availability of either a commodity barn or the feed mill, we at the Coop have the ability to produce almost any product you need for your TMR mixes or your on farm mills.  Many times it is more economical to combine low inclusion products to be added as one ingredient than to have several ingredient bins with the resulting increased shrinkage and loss of nutritive value.  Please give us a chance to work with you on any product you need produced.  

