FIVE STEP DAIRY FEEDING PROGRAM

Introduction

In all herds there are almost no two animals whose nutrient requirement is exactly alike.  There are biological variances, size and age differences, production differences, reproduction differences, growth rate differences, stress (which includes environmental and disease related issues) and the list goes on.  We at the Coop have tried to develop a program that could be used by most dairies regardless of size to try to address these differences to gain the maximum efficiency and optimum utilization of feedstuffs.  One feed does not fit all.  However a feed for each animal is not feasible, nor in most cases is a feed for each 50-pound spread, a common recommendation for the grouping of dairy heifers.   Please consider the recommendations of our FIVE STEP DAIRY FEEDING PROGRAM.

Birth to 6 months (minimum 4 months)

Feed a high quality milk replacer or pasteurized whole milk.  If feeding a milk replacer, choose one with Deccox (decoquinate).  (20% fat, 20% protein, milk)

Feed grain free choice.  Use either Bov-a-grow Calf Crunch 18% or Calf Developer 18% with Bovatec.  Both feeds have Chelated Trace minerals, Yeast Culture, Sodium Bicarb and Bovatec (helps prevent coccidia and increases growth rate).  No extra minerals needed.  

6 months to 14 months (Breeding age)

Feed 5-8 lbs. of feed per day depending on forage quality and availability.  If forage quality is very poor continue feeding the 18% feed from above until 8-10 months of age.  Use either: 
Bov-a-grow Calf Crunch 16% - Best   Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.  



Heifer developer 16% - Intermediate (best choice if only two feeds are to be used from birth to barn.  This is a commodity-loose feed.) Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.

Milk Cow 16% pellet - Gives energy and protein.  Will be low in minerals. 

Use a 12:12 mineral free choice with this feed.  

Breeding age to calving and far off dry cows 

On poor forage, use the feeds listed above.  With average to good forage, use the feeds listed below.  Grain is adjusted as to forage quality, body condition and desired rate of gain.  If grain is fed at a rate of over 8 pounds per animal per day, it is strongly recommended to split the grain into two feedings.  This will greatly improve the results from they heavier grain feeding.  



High Intake Dry Cow Pellet: Best feed for dry cows and springers.  May be fed at rates from 5-12 lbs. per head per day. Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



Heifer Developer 16% - Intermediate (best choice if only two feeds are to be used from birth to barn.  This is a commodity-loose feed.) Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



All Purpose 14% - Feed this only if excellent forage is available.  In this instance, 4-5 lbs. per head per day should be sufficient.  With winter pasture or early spring grass supply a High Mag mineral.

Milk Cow 16% pellet - Gives energy and protein.  Will be low in minerals. Use a 12:12 mineral free choice with this feed.

Close-up Dry Cows - The last three weeks prior to calving.  During this time feed the Deluxe Dry Cow mineral.  Feed this mineral regardless of the type of feed being fed to the close-up dry cows.  



Close-up Dry Cow Pellet- This pellet incorporates all of the known transition cows aids.  The high Vitamin E will come close to eliminating fresh cow mastitis.  The Bio-Chlor helps prevent Milk Fever and Retained Placenta.  The Golden Soy gives by-pass protein which helps with mammary development, helps prevent protein deficiencies and helps calf development.  The Nutrocal supplies a very soluble source of calcium and a source of propionic acid which supplies energy and helps prevent ketosis.  Niacin helps prevent fatty liver and ketosis and the molasses helps increase dry matter intake at a time it is normally reduced.  

Milk Cow Feeds 

The choice of a milk cow finished feed depends on several factors.  What type of forage is offered?  What type of milking system is used and how long will the cows have to eat?  Are you trying to maximize pounds of components or pounds of milk?   Will you be feeding outside?  

We will be glad to talk to you about our feeds, and help you decide which feeds will work best in your operation.  

Minerals and Protein Mineral Mixes

With our mineral plant and availability of either a commodity barn or the feed mill, we at the Coop have the ability to produce almost any product you need for your TMR mixes or your on farm mills.  Many times it is more economical to combine low inclusion products to be added as one ingredient than to have several ingredient bins with the resulting increased shrinkage and loss of nutritive value.  Please give us a chance to work with you on any product you need produced.  

