DRY COW FEEDS

Far off dry cows (and heifers, breeding age to calving)

On poor forage, use the feeds listed for heifers aged 6 to 14 months.  With average to good forage, use the feeds listed below.  Grain is adjusted as to forage quality, body condition and desired rate of gain.  If grain is fed at a rate of over 8 pounds per animal per day, it is strongly recommended to split the grain into two feedings.  This will greatly improve the results from the heavier grain feeding.  



High Intake Dry Cow Pellet: Best feed for dry cows and springers.  May be fed at rates from 5-12 lbs. per head per day. Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



Heifer Developer 16% - Intermediate (best choice if only two feeds are to be used from birth to barn.  This is a commodity-loose feed.) Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



All Purpose 14% - Feed this only if excellent forage is available.  In this instance, 4-5 lbs. per head per day should be sufficient.  With winter pasture or early spring grass supply a High Mag mineral.

Milk Cow 16% pellet - Gives energy and protein.  Will be low in minerals. Use a 12:12 mineral free choice with this feed.

Close-up Dry Cows - The last three weeks prior to calving. 

This is the time period that will make the most difference in the cow's ensuing lactation.  Of all of the times of the animal's life, this is one of the two most important times as far as nutrition and environmental conditions.  Generally during the last week prior to calving, the cow decreases her feed intake up to one third.  This is generally considered a space limited decrease.  We can help by increasing the grain being fed since it is more energy dense and passes through the rumen faster.  

Other things that are happening during this period include calf growth at a rate close to one pound per day.  A second occurrence is udder development and growth at an average rate of gain of two pounds per day.  A third draw on her system is the development of colostrum.  This process drains the dam's system of vitamins A and E, and the trace minerals copper, zinc and selenium.  The last drain is simply the energy and protein needed to feed the fetus.  This becomes a significant percentage of the daily intake of the dam.  

During this time feed the Deluxe Dry Cow mineral.  Feed this mineral regardless of the type of feed being fed to the close-up dry cows.  



Close-up Dry Cow Pellet- This pellet incorporates all of the known transition cows aids.  The high Vitamin E will come close to eliminating fresh cow mastitis.  The Bio-Chlor helps prevent Milk Fever and Retained Placenta.  The Golden Soy gives by-pass protein which helps with mammary development, helps prevent protein deficiencies and helps calf development.  The Nutrocal supplies a very soluble source of calcium and a source of propionic acid, which supplies energy and helps prevent ketosis.  Niacin helps prevent fatty liver and ketosis and the molasses helps increase dry matter intake at a time it is normally reduced.  Feed 10-12 pounds per head per day, preferably in split feedings.  

