CALF AND HEIFER FEEDS

Birth to 6 months (minimum 4 months)

This is the most important time period of the animal's life in terms of lifetime production and percentage of animals that are lost due to illness and death.  Do not scrimp on the feed quality or the time and resources required providing a comfortable environment for these animals.  If you ignore all other recommendations, consider the ones for this class of animals and for the close up dry cows.  These are the two most important periods of the animal's life, and the time nutrition and environment of the animal can make the greatest differences.  

Feed a high quality milk replacer or pasteurized whole milk.  If feeding a milk replacer, choose one with Deccox (decoquinate).  (20% fat, 20% protein, milk)

Feed grain free choice.  Use either Bov-a-grow Calf Crunch 18% or Calf Developer 18% with Bovatec.  Both feeds have Chelated Trace minerals, Yeast Culture, Sodium Bicarb and Bovatec (helps prevent coccidia and increases growth rate).  No extra minerals needed.  These feeds are available in sack or bulk.  

6 months to 14 months (Breeding age)

Feed 5-8 lbs. of feed per day depending on forage quality and availability.  If forage quality is very poor continue feeding the 18% feed from above until 8-10 months of age.  Use either: 
Bov-a-grow Calf Crunch 16% - Best   Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual                              animal variances. 


Heifer developer 16% - Intermediate (best choice if only two feeds are to be used from birth to barn.  This is a commodity-loose feed.) Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.

Milk Cow 16% pellet - Gives energy and protein.  Will be low in minerals. 

Use a 12:12 mineral free choice with this feed.  

Breeding age to calving (and far off dry cows) 

On poor forage, use the feeds listed above.  With average to good forage, use the feeds listed below.  Grain is adjusted as to forage quality, body condition and desired rate of gain.  If grain is fed at a rate of over 8 pounds per animal per day, it is strongly recommended to split the grain into two feedings.  This will greatly improve the results from the heavier grain feeding.  



High Intake Dry Cow Pellet: Best feed for dry cows and springers.  May be fed at rates from 5-12 lbs. per head per day. Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



Heifer Developer 16% - Intermediate (best choice if only two feeds are to be used from birth to barn.  This is a commodity-loose feed.) Supply a 2:1 mineral free choice for individual animal variances.



All Purpose 14% - Feed this only if excellent forage is available.  In this instance, 4-5 lbs. per head per day should be sufficient.  With winter pasture or early spring grass supply a High Mag mineral.

Milk Cow 16% pellet - Gives energy and protein.  Will be low in minerals. Use a 12:12 mineral free choice with this feed.

